o,

1“?‘{‘%._'—"- Y
S

P
S e
S
\

_‘(r‘
LTy

-

g o

ISTORI
PLACES

®

AOTEAROA

Minister gives fair hearing

FROM THE TOP
HPA President Elizabeth Pishief

Hello everyone. Welcome
to our summer edition of
Heritage Voices/ He Reo Mo
Nga Taonga Tuku Iho.

The exact translation of our
new Maori name is Voices
for Heritage, which implies
advocacy and campaigning - both of
which are our core work for heritage.

Submissions

We had a fair hearing from RMA
Minister Chris Bishop when we met
him in his office on 7 October. He

Conference in full swing on Saturday morning.

mentioned the importance of
a National Policy Statement for
Historic Heritage to support s.6f
of the Resource Management
Act 1991. He also spoke of the
need to review the earthquake
strengthening legislation and
the importance of private
property rights. We have continued
our correspondence with him as he
is responsible for the reform of the
Resource Management Act.

In our latest letter we applauded

Continued on page 2:

Conference a pleasing success

By Denis Pilkington

Beautiful weather, a stunning venue,
great presentations on a wide range of
heritage-related topics, and nearly 100
attendees — what more could be asked
of the inaugural Community Heritage
Conference held at Napier’s War
Memorial Centre in early November.

The conference themed Local
Heritage Matters was organised by
Historic Places Hawke's Bay on behalf
of Historic Places Aotearoa. This could
not have been held without the
generous sponsorship from Awhero
Nui Charitable Trust and Napier City
Council, augmented by a subsidy from
Historic Places Aotearoa.

The HP Hawke’s Bay committee
willingly took on organising the
event, partly as their contribution to
celebrating Napier’s sesquicentennial
year of becoming a borough.

Former Napier mayor, current Art Deco
Trust chair and past HPHB chair Barbara
Arnott led the event's coordination.

After registering on Friday afternoon,
attendees were offered the option of a
tour of the city’s Art Deco buildings led
by one of the experienced guides who

volunteer for the Art Deco Trust. The
conference opened on Friday evening
with the presentation of the second
biennial Hawke’s Bay Heritage Awards.
The main conference programme
opened on Saturday with an inspiring
keynote address from our patron, Dame
Anne Salmond, which set us all thinking
about “When is the past, past?”
The rest of the programme, which
can be seen on our website. https://
www.historicplacesaotearoa.nz/
news-events/2024-conference-details
included a number of individual
presentations, two panel discussions
and two sessions of Heritage Bites.
After the conference, on Sunday
afternoon, attendees had the
opportunity to go on a guided Art Deco
walk, a tour of the old Napier Cemetery,
a guided walk around historic sites at
the Ahuriri end of Shakespeare Road,
a tour of one of Napier’s oldest homes
(1860s) faithfully restored to its original
condition, or visit the old Napier
customhouse, now housing a museum.
Heritage Bites offered speakers the
challenge of outlining a broad brush

Continued on page 7
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Our executive

The HPA seven-member executive meets
monthly via Microsft Teams. Its members are:
Elizabeth Pishief (president)
president@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz
James Blackburne
james@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz
Bronwyn Labrum
BronwynL@wrm.org.nz

Denis Pilkington
denis@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz
Gary Russell

kinder_house@xtra.co.nz

Christopher Templeton
opentenor@hotmail.com

EX-OFFICIO

Gillian Creighton (minutes secretary)

Jo McLean (treasurer)
accounting@historicplacesaotearoa.org.nz

JOIN US TODAY

to advocate for our
heritage, we need your
strong voices locally,
regionally and nationally

ARCHITECTURAL TERMS
explained

A finial accentuates the peak of this house roof.

FINIAL

- a formal ornamentation fixed to
the top of a peak, arch, gable, etc.
Finials are often used to accentuate
the top of a dome, tower, roof, or
other distinctive feature.

They are usually shorter than spires,
which are typically taller and more
slender.
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Success thanks to many people

From page 1:

the decision to introduce a National
Policy Statement for Historic Heritage
and reinforced the importance of
retaining s. 6f of the RMA: This section
acknowledges that the protection of
historic heritage from inappropriate
subdivision, use, and development is a
matter of national importance.

We will also be preparing a submission
on Amplify: A Creative and Cultural
Strategy for New Zealand 2024-2030.
| attended a workshop on this held by
the Ministry for Culture and heritage
and they urged us to submit and to
encourage others to also consider
submitting. Submissions are due by
11.59pm on 15 December 2024. Here is
the link for more information about the
strategy. More about Amplify appears in
this newsletter.

https://www.mch.govt.nz/about-us/
amplify-creative-and-cultural-strategy-
new-zealand

Local Heritage Matters

The Local Heritage Matters
conference, held in Napier at the War
Memorial Conference Centre (8-10
Nov), was a great success. | thank our
sponsors Awheronui Trust and Napier
City Council for their support. This

made the planning so much easier and
enabled us to keep the costs down for
participants.

My co-workers Barbara Arnott,
Dorothy Pilkington, Matthew Bonnet
and Elizabth Carr from HP Hawke's Bay
worked tirelessly for months to make
the conference a success. It would not
have been possible without them.

| also thank Geraldine Travers and
Rhonda Crystal for putting together
the entertaining quiz, Helen Thompson
and Lesley Westwood for their sterling
work on the registration desk, and
War Memorial Conference Centre
staff whose efficiency and flexibility
ensured everything ran smoothly.

Most of all | thank all the speakers for
their wonderful talks and presentations.
Every presentation was a gem, and it
was obvious how much work people
had put into preparing them. We would
be pleased if anyone would like to
forward their presentation to us to put
on our website. Finally, | thank all the
people who came to the conference.
Your enthusiasm and participation were
key to the success of the event and
made all the preparations worthwhile.

This is the last newsletter for 2024.
| wish you all a very happy holiday
season and a wonderful 2025.

Timaru's Alton House

Question arises over privately built girls' boarding school

by Christopher Templeton

Could Timaru's Alton House be
the oldest surviving privately built
girl’s boarding school building in
New Zealand? The building surfaced
during research into Timaru houses to
potentially be included in the council’s
schedule of historic buildings.

Commissioned by Miss Helen
Lissaman in late 1894 (opened May
1895), the private girl’s boarding school
was named after her childhood home
and designed by Timaru architects
Meason and Marchant.

Ground floor classrooms had folding
door partitions so they could be opened
to form a 55ft by 16ft room. The ground
floor also contained a kitchen, scullery,

entrance hall, dining room, and drawing
room, with seven bedrooms upstairs.
The exterior design is Old English
Domestic style.

The building has also been a boarding
house and doctor’s surgery. A rather
unfortunate single storey was added in
the 70s across the front.

Is it the oldest surviving privately built
(girl’s) boarding school building in New
Zealand? There were earlier purpose-
built boarding schools such as Mrs
Swainson’s School in Fitzherbert Tce,
Thorndon, Wellington built in 1879, but
demolished in the 1970s. | am excluding
private, church-run schools such as
Christ’s College. Any answers please email
opentenor@hotmail.com.
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&2 Dame Anne ponders when the past is past

o By HPA patron Dame Anne Salmond.
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This is a slightly abridged version of her
keynote speech at the early November
Local Heritage Matters conference.

Earlier this year | had the privilege
of participating in an exceptional
workshop at the University of
Cambridge. It was a transdisciplinary
examination of ‘Regeneration, with just
twelve invited presenters, including
biologists, historians and philosophers
of science, anthropologists, sociologists
and Al specialists.

In one of the presentations, a pair of
cutting edge biologists from Harvard
and Tel Aviv explored the role of
memory from the very earliest life
forms, at different scales from cells to
microbes to complex societies.

From their vantage-point as
biologists, memory is fundamental to
life itself. Even in the simplest life forms,
electric or chemical signals deploy
information about past experience to
guide future action. From microbes
to societies, it seems the past is never
over. Memory is a basic evolutionary
mechanism.

I've thought this often about history,
and heritage. Just as a microbe or a cell
needs to be able to store traces of past
experience to co-ordinate with others
and respond effectively to external
conditions, so do more complex life
forms.

A person without the ability to
remember, for instance, lacks such
fundamental skills as how to get
around and perform
tasks, and to maintain
relationships with other
people. The same thing
applies to societies. A
society that forgets its
own past is in trouble.
Failures are repeated,
resources are wasted,
and relationships across
different communities are
weakened. An inability to
learn from the past is non-adaptive.

In societies, some individuals
are chosen as custodians and
communicators for particular kinds of
memories — scholars and teachers, for
example.

Memory is also externalised - in
newspapers, magazines, books,
libraries, museums, computers and
data bases; in institutions with their
rituals and other collective practices; in
objects associated with particular tasks

A society that forgets
its own past is in trouble.
Failures are repeated,
resources are wasted,
and relationships across
different communities are
weakened.

or for aesthetic pleasure; and in historic
buildings, artefacts and landscapes.

If the role of memory and knowledge
is undermined, this weakens our
collective ability to adapt effectively to
changing conditions. And if memory
is deliberately manipulated as in
misinformation and disinformation, for
instance, and knowledge can no longer
be trusted, that is dangerous. False
signals actively undermine effective
adaptation.

That may be what is happening to the

. -

Dame Anne Salmond (centre right) speaks with Kahli Foote and
Sheridan Gundry (centre) from Heritage Tairawhiti at the Meetand 1,4 plink of an eye.
Mingle before the Heritage Awards ceremony.

human species at present. Extractive
philosophies based on the ruthless
short-term pursuit of self-interest
distort the signals from past experience
to the point that human survival is at
risk — in climate denial, for instance.

In the 2021 and 2023 Nobel Prize
Summits, some of the finest minds
on earth came together to assess the
state of the planet, and their findings
were startling, and alarming. According
to latest reports, of 13
planetary boundaries for
safe human habitation,
10 have already been
breached, and the 11th
(ocean acidification)
is on the brink. The
situation could not be
more dangerous, and
yet denial is widespread,
risking the future
for our children and
grandchildren. If memory is a key
building block of life itself, from the
oldest and simplest life forms to the
most recent and complex, denial and
short-term thinking put survival at risk;
and if heritage and history hold our
collective memories, they are not'nice-
to-have, but vital.

In part, heritage helps to bind
communities together, as a reminder
of past trials and triumphs. Heritage
buildings and landscapes hold

memories of ancestral experience for
families, communities and nations.

It's important those memories are
allowed to run deep, giving us a more
accurate understanding of our place in
the planet. In Aotearoa New Zealand,
for instance, our histories include
those of the land itself, with 80 million
years of life without humans for local
landscapes, plants and animals.

Some of our most significant heritage
landscapes, then, are mountains, rivers,
forests, beaches and harbours, with
their unique and extraordinary
life forms to remind us of that
long pre-human history. Sharing
their stories with our childrenis a
valuable corrective to philosophies
that assume the world was created
for human purposes.

Indeed, Aotearoa was one of the
last significant land-masses on
earth to be found and settled by
people, only about 800 years ago.
In an 80 million year history, that’s

It's important our deep histories
include stories of ancestral life in other
places, and the migrations that brought
people to these shores. Too often, New
Zealand history begins with the arrival
of settlers from afar, without much
Continued on page 14
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Celebrating bay's heritage heroes

By Matthew Bonnett

The biennial Hawke's Bay Heritage
Awards celebrated the remarkable
efforts of individuals and organisations
dedicated to preserving the region’s
rich history on November 8. Held
at Napier’s War Memorial Centre in
conjunction with the Historic Places
Aotearoa Community Heritage
Conference, the event honoured
the people and projects that ensure
Hawke's Bay’s heritage remains vibrant
and accessible for future generations.

Donald Rangitane Tipene-Matua
was recognised for his tireless advocacy
in protecting and
sharing Maori
heritage with the
Heritage Hero Award.
For over 40 years,
he has led initiatives
like reclaiming and
restoring the Te
Poho o Kahungunu
carvings and
recovering carvings
lost to museums
across New Zealand.
His dedication
includes curating
exhibitions and
assisting MTG in showcasing taonga.

The Domestic Saved and Restored
Award was presented to Mary Bowland
for her restoration of her Art Deco
property on Logan Avenue. Over the
past two years, Bowland has maintained
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Donald Rangitane Tipene-Matua

Eskdale War Memorial Church.

N

Te Poho o Kahungunu carvings

the property’s original features with a
dedication to authenticity, preserving
this architectural gem for future
generations.

This year's awards recognized
numerous other outstanding heritage

projects. The

g Public Realm

=4 Saved and

“8 Restored Award
went to the
Eskdale War
Memorial Church
Board and
Volunteers for
their restoration
work, especially
significant after
Cyclone Gabrielle.

The Maori Realm

Award recognized

the Te Kurai

Awarua Rangahau Maori Research

Centre at EIT for its pioneering

approach in merging traditional Maori

values with modern educational

initiatives, fostering an inclusive

Continued page 5:
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Te Kura i Awarua Rangahau Maori Research Centre at EIT received the highest accolade,heupreme Award

Top award recognises centre's innovative work

From page 4:

understanding of Maori culture. Highly
commended in this category was Te
Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Wananga
Whare Tapere o Takitimu, Hastings.

The Heritage Tourism Award
celebrated the Soundshell and
Colonnade Restoration Project
as a revitalized community space
for events and gatherings. Napier's
Faraday Museum of Technology was
highly commended for its educational
tourism offerings enhancing public
understanding of technological
heritage.

The Art Deco Era Saved and Restored
Award was won by 101 Queen Street
East in Hastings, an iconic 1930s former
Post Office building.

The Seismic Strengthening Award was
also presented to 101 Queen Street
East, recognising the commitment
to earthquake strengthening for the
ongoing protection of this building.

Napier Soundshell and Colonnade Restoration Project.

In the Future Heritage Award category,

Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Wananga
Whare Tapere o Takitimu took top
honours for creating a culturally
sensitive modern building that secures
a legacy for future generations.

The Hawke's Bay Heritage Awards
highest accolade, the Supreme Award,

101 Queen Street East in Hastings

was awarded to the Te Kura i Awarua

Rangahau Maori Research Centre
at EIT in Napier. This distinguished
recognition honours the centre’s
innovative work in preserving Maori
heritage, making it a model for
heritage-focused institutions across
New Zealand.
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Character Coalition ... new Associate Member

By Sally Hughes

The Character Coalition is
an umbrella organisation
of 66 historic, heritage,
historical and special
interest groups and
residents’ associations in
greater Auckland from
Warkworth to Franklin.

It was formed in 2012
out of growing concern
across the region about the
future of our legacy stock
of heritage and character
buildings - a finite resource
that, was being eroded over
time. Members also felt
shut out of the decision-
making process that
determines development in their local
environments, a process that seemed
designed to disempower ordinary
citizens. The Coalition registered as an
Incorporated Society in 2016 and took
an active role in the development of the
Unitary Plan for the new super city.

The coalition aims to preserve,
protect, and maintain heritage, historic,
and special character areas. We advise

Have your say on strategy to Amplify

The Government has announced a
national strategy to help develop New
Zealand’s cultural sector.

Arts, Culture and Heritage Minister
Paul Goldsmith this month announced
Amplify, the draft creative and cultural
strategy that outlines actions the
Government can take over the next six
years to Amplify our arts and culture
(including heritage) to make New
Zealand a global creative powerhouse.

The draft strategy has 23 action

B

Manati Taonga Ministry for Culture and Heritage chief executive
Leauanae Laulu Mac Leauanae calls for the heritage sector to

Sally Hughes. -

Auckland Special Character house. Sylvie Whinray, NZ Herald

and assist special interest
groups, societies, and other
associations. The coalition
represents the interests of such
groups by making submissions
to Government, Councils

‘| and other such bodies and
by taking legal action when

needed

WG TR
E% example of

the work
. wedoto
protect
heritage
and special
character is
our current
project
that will see us in the High Court
next March. This story began with a
homeowner in a Special Character Area
(SCA) in Auckland applying to demolish
the house above. Auckland Council’s
Unitary Plan states houses in SCAs can
only rarely be demolished if there is
good reason, such as if they are derelict.
This house does not meet any of those
criteria.

points, each aligning to a strategic
pillar: investing for maximum impact
(including the $450M of government
investment through Vote Arts, Culture
and Heritage), nurturing talent by
supporting New Zealand’s creative and
cultural talent pipeline and sustainable
career opportunities, and reducing
barriers to growth through modernising
and streamlining government
regulation.

“There's an opportunity to increase
the impact of our arts, culture and
heritage here and on the world
stage, and significantly increase
the sectors’ contribution to GDP
and export revenue by 2030,
Goldsmith said.

Manatd Taonga Ministry for
Culture and Heritage chief
executive and secretary, Leauanae
Laulu Mac Leauanae says Amplify
includes the importance of
simple, affordable and practical
heritage protection.

“For built heritage, the draft
strategy proposes government
agencies work together to make
maintaining and conserving
heritage places, including making

make submissions on Amplify: A Creative and Cultural Strategy.

After neighbours succeeded in
having the application notified, the
homeowner took it to the Environment
Court, which ruled in favour of the
owner and said houses in SCAs can be
demolished without notification. If this
judgment stands it sets a precedent
and no house in an SCA will be safe.
Character Coalition has lodged an
appeal to the High Court to challenge
this.

Auckland’s SCAs are unique in
the world. Joshua Howie, (Masters
in Architecture and Heritage
Conservation) wrote a report on
Auckland’s collection of wooden villas
and bungalows, concluding:

"Auckland is unrivalled in the scale
and consistency of its areas of ornate
timber colonial architecture, even when
compared to Brisbane and Melbourne.
Furthermore, this architecture and its
streetscapes are in and of themselves
endemic to Auckland, entirely unique
globally, making Auckland’s SCAs a
taonga.'

The Coalition is committed to
preserving this taonga for future
generations.

earthquake strengthening, more simple
and practical.

“The draft strategy also promotes
skills development in cultural heritage,
including through supporting
succession planning for vital roles, such
as cultural conservation.

“Through the draft strategy, the
Government is also looking at ways to
improve access to national collections,
including by working with regional
institutions and iwi and hapu to provide
greater access to collection items with a
connection to their communities.

“There are many more aspects of the
strategy that encourage engagement
with our cultural heritage - in
education, through creative careers,
and by repatriation. | encourage
everyone to read the draft, and provide
feedback. We really want to know
what’s important from a heritage
perspective, including anything we've
missed.”

Consultation is open until 15
December. Read the document on the
Manatd Taonga Ministry for Culture
and Heritage website, and fill in the
survey and/or send your submission to
consultation@mch.govt.nz
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Y Bites of heritage a popular addition

o From page 1:

== insight into their topic within a seven-

minute time limit. These introduced the

> audience to many heritage matters.

The first session was ably opened by

LLJ Hastings librarian, Veronica Hogan

who drew attention to the multiple
heritage-related roles the library
resources fulfil for the community. She
drew attention to the Hastings library's
community archives, currently being
digitised for access on the new website
Hastings Recollect https://hastings.
recollect.co.nz/

John Adam from Auckland talked
about his research passion — designers
of gardens in early colonial New
Zealand, with a focus on Hawke's Bay,
and in particular, John Nairn.

Natalie Marshall, (standing in for
Director Central Region, Jamie Jacobs)
from Heritage New Zealand'’s Central
Regional office, talked about a recent
focus on recognising heritage sites
and buildings with a connection to the
rainbow community, illustrating this
with images of some sites identified.

Monica Tromp from Otago and Dr
Amber Aranui from Wellington linked
heritage to biology discussing their
current research to determine the
origin of artefacts made from whale
bone. The aim is to establish the species
of whale that the bone came from and,
thus, to gain more information about
the provenance of each artefact.

Sheridan Gundry, from Heritage
Tairawhiti (and Editor of this newsletter)
outlined the wide range of activities
offered to members, from quiz nights
to bus tours. These have attracted many
members, so that Heritage Tairawhiti
can probably boast the largest
membership of any HPA member
organisations.

HPA president Elizabeth Pishief (right) with John Adam
(centre) and Christopher Templeton.

The first panel in action with (from left) Elizabeth Pishief, Lynette Shum, Rena Kohere, David Clendon and Felicity

Wong.

Dr Lee Davidson from Victoria
University of Wellington promoted the
upcoming international Association of
Critical Heritage Studies Conference
to be held in Wellington late in 2026.
The ACHS biennial and international
conferences are the largest academic
events focused on heritage. Lee
is actively seeking input for the
conference and encouraged people to
get on the mailing list. https://www.
achs2026.nz/ This conference should
create major interest for members of
HPA and other heritage organisations.

Jeremy Smith, Heritage Manager/
General Manager of Art Deco Trust,
described the trust's work promoting,
protecting and celebrating Napier’s Art
Deco buildings and outlined its current
project to restore/renovate the former
Women'’s Rest building in Memorial

Square, Napier as the trust's new centre.

This prairie-style architectural gem,
designed by Louis Hay, opened in
1926. It's hoped that major funding
challenges will be overcome and
the Art Deco Trust will move into the
restored building by Anzac Day 2025.

In the second Heritage Bites,
Jonathan Stockley described the
restoration of Maraekakaho Hall,
west of Hastings — built as the local
Presbyterian church in 1877.The
original church is now the supper
room, where there's still part of a
library stocked by politician Sir Donald
McLean, who owned Maraekakaho
Station. The main hall was added in
1897, a large backstage area built in
the 1960s, thanks to an active local
amateur dramatics club, and the
basement excavated using explosives.
Jonathan and his team have renovated
the hall and its surrounds to become a
significant community asset used for
many local gatherings. All with a bit of
encouragement from HPHB.

Dean Whiting spoke about Maori
heritage programmes being carried out
by Heritage New Zealand. He reflected
on the success of the Matauranga
Te Awa Kotuku (Maori knowledge)
programme being run in partnership
with other government agencies at
numerous sites around the country.
Similarly, HNZPT is in partnership
working with iwi to support their
cultural and heritage aspirations.

Dean reminded attendees of the
review of HNZPT Statements of General
Policy required now current policies
have been in place since the legislative
change in 2014. Members can make a
submission by 9 March 2025.

lan Quigley and Barbara Caisley
from Auckland outlined how they go
about their paranormal detection work,
as a video of their work at the Napier
Prison building screened behind them.

Virginia and Warren Warbrick
entertained and intrigued with their
account of how they went about setting
a more authentic date for celebrating
the Palmerston North sesquicentennial.
Suffice to say, it may be some years too
late to celebrate!

Gary Russell from HP Auckland
Tamaki Makaurau talked about finding
the way forward with heritage projects.
He started with a novel interpretation
of the name, Napier, then reminded
us that NZHPT was originally formed
following community outcry over
demolition of the century old
Partington’s mill in Auckland in 1950.
Gary presented a graphical approach
to assessing the progress of heritage
projects including identification of
future hurdles.

HPA's AGM was the first slot on Sunday
morning’s programme. Despite financial
challenges ahead, membership is
growing with 11 member organisations
and 11 associate members.
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Backbone of heritage group will be missed

By Maxine Watson

Nigel Gilkison joined
HP Mid Canterbury in
around 2015, after 15
years working in the UK
as an architect, often on
the restoration or adaptive
reuse of historic buildings.

Whether he always had
a passion for heritage, or
whether it was fostered by
the wealth of possibilities
and the value placed on
them by law in the UK,
he brought back to New Zealand the
desire to practise and pass on some of
that knowledge. An early project was
setting up the Blue Plaques scheme,
similar to one he observed in the UK.
He drew the design for the plaques,
researched the process, sought a
suitable foundry to create the plaques,
and set guidelines to encourage
uniformity of content and design.

HPA has taken over the scheme and
we hope it will continue to recognise
and explain the significance of the
country's best historic sites.

Nigel’s greatest work was going ‘head
to head’ with councils and developers,
opposing the demolition of heritage
buildings. His architect’s experience
and working on brown sites in the
UK was invaluable in dealing with the
wanton destruction of heritage sites in
mid and south Canterbury.

ngel Gilkison was presented with a Blue Plaques card at his fareweII by the HP Mid
Canterbury Committee (from left), Edith Smith, Julie Luxton, Nigel Gilkison, Chairman Maxine
Watson, Marian Martin, Julian Kershaw and Lal Mulligan.

Nigel was the backbone of our small
group of heritage enthusiasts at HP Mid
Canterbury. He assisted in successful
campaigns to save Pioneer Hall (now
included within the new civic centre
and library building in Ashburton),
and helped lead the charge to prevent
the demolition of the Cates Grain
Store, providing excellent drawings
for suggested adaptive re-use of that
building and making informed and
forceful arguments in the Environment
Court for its retention.

Two less successful campaigns,
Cavendish Chambers and Balmoral Hall,
were both difficult in that Ashburton
District Council had bought both
“against possible future requirements”.

Council did not mention the intention
to demolish Cavendish Chambers
until after the tender had been let.
Despite Nigel's forceful arguments,

the demolition went ahead,
providing Council with eight
extra carparks! Balmoral Hall
is well used by the public
but was seriously neglected
by its landlord, effectively
‘demolition by neglect;
projected repairs budgeted
by council were not done;
a further consultation
produced an exorbitant
increase in cost and covered
many unnecessary items.

Nigel made a LIGOIMA
request to the Ombudsman after
queries to Council failed to give
the information we sought. But the
response came long after it was of any
use to our argument.

Nigel's Civic Trust work in Timaru
was invaluable. There were definitely
successes, but also difficult, frustrating
battles: firstly with the developer of the
Hydro Grand site, which sadly failed
in the end; then with Timaru District
Council, regarding the Showgrounds
site, sadly lost, and the ongoing saga of
Theatre Royal and Old Majestic Theatre.

We learned much from Nigel and,
though we will miss his presence,
we hope to continue the battle to
preserve what little built heritage we
still have, and will remind ourselves of
his oft-repeated comment: “the most
environmentally sustainable building is
the one still standing”!

New book gives insight into Schoon's tipping point

Inside Theo Schoon’s Tipping Point, by Rosanna
McCully McEvedy, Marion Seymour, Brian
Allingham, Neil Roberts. 204 pages, soft cover,
published October 2024, South Canterbury
Museum Development Trust.

Theo Schoon (1915-85) was

Canterbury Museum's Roger Duff) in
a two-year project to make accurate
copies of known rock art. This led
Schoon to later claim that the rock art
paintings were his muse, and he used
Maori imagery freely as he

born in the Dutch East Indies Inside forged his new career. His
(Indonesia) into a colonial Thea Schoon's influence on modernism
tipping point

administrator’s family.

In the 1930s, he received
a traditional art education
in Rotterdam and Berlin,
and with his family in 1939
migrated to New Zealand.

While in New Zealand

(1939-72), his career g

transformed from a

traditional portrait and

landscape artist to that of a modernist
multi-media artist. This book focuses

on the tipping point in his career when,

in 1946, he was contracted by the
Department of Internal Affairs (under
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in New Zealand has been
evaluated and praised in
recent years as being a
pioneering New Zealand
modernist artist. But
ambiguities remain around
: his appropriation of Maori
Pord Bt imagery and aesthetics for
his own purposes.

This book focuses on
when he was working in South
Canterbury/North Otago on the rock
art project. It analyses his performance
as a contractor, and artist, and how
he interacted with three of the local

families who were advocates for the
rock art and their preservation.
In-field, Schoon immediately
abandoned being an accurate copyist
and merely interpreted the rock art
motif. He defaced a multitude of rock
art drawings, and instead overdrew
his own versions. A total of 86 sites
are known to have been damaged by
Schoon in the two years of his work.

Written by Rosanna McCully McEvedy
and her cousin Marion Seymour, as
an offshoot of her biography of their
grandfather - the historian Hugh
McCully, the book also contains expert
opinions on Schoon'’s activities by Brian
Allingham and Neil Roberts.

The book is available for $40 from the South
Canterbury Museum, Perth Street, Timaru. Postal
orders $7 extra. purchase online payment.

Account: 02-0888-0367322-00, code: SCHOON,
ref: (your surname/business)

Email your address details to: museum@timdc.
govt.nz or phone 03 687 7212.

To naae O°
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By Margaret Tennant

Local history journals often
fall under the radar, despite
(or perhaps because of) their
immersion in the stories of
a specific place. Some are
characterised by irregularity
of publication, some by a

© general ‘spottiness’ of content

%.0 or quality.
Not so the Manawata
o

o
&

[ <B)

I academic journals and

Journal of History, now in
its nineteenth issue. It has
had two editors over the
years (Cushla Scrivens and
Russell Poole), both with
a background in editing

both with experience in
researching the Manawata.
It has attracted first

time writers of history
alongside contributors with
backgrounds in journalism
and academic writing.

The journal is characterised
by variety and accessibility.
Many articles shed light
upon built heritage either
directly or through content
that touches upon human
interactions with place.

The 2024 edition, for example, has an
article by Russell Poole on Flock House
at Parewanui near Bulls during the
time when it was used as a’living war
memorial’ providing a training centre
for orphans of British seamen who died
in the First World War.

Another, by Ross St George, provides
a history of the Feilding aerodrome
at Taonui and its evolution into the
primary location for general aviation in
the Manawatu. Long-time contributor
Dorothy Pilkington writes on Feilding’s
Big Department Store — John Cobbe
and Co. While the original building was
demolished in 2008 after fire damage,
its location remains as part of the
town's memoryscape.

Other articles look at local radio
station 2ZA, and at the later life of First
World War serviceman George Gilbert
Hancox.

The 2023 journal also engages
heavily with place and, often, with
the structures, public and private,
which stood on particular sites. Simon
Johnson emphasises the importance
of the public hall in communities of the
past, focusing on the various spaces
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for meeting and socialising in Feilding
until the drill hall of the local militia, the
Manchester Rifles, became the default
town hall. Clive Akers uses a family

lens to shed light on early farming in
Opiki, while Margaret Tennant draws
on a family memoir to write about
early Apiti. Here tents and whares (and
mosquitos and rats) feature more than
grand homesteads.

The ‘place’ that Michael Roche writes
about is Bledisloe Park near Massey
University, and the process by which
its bush remnant was gifted to the
borough of Palmerston North, and
developed further by its staff.

There is a Manawatu take on
medicine and religion in the journal’s
recent issues. Russell Poole’s 2023
contribution on Nurse Emmarah
Freeman emphasises the importance
of private hospitals in Palmerston
North, most especially the Northcote
hospital, which was eventually
incorporated into the Southern Cross
chain. Peter Lineham'’s article on the
religious beginnings of Palmerston
North is less about church buildings
than the people who worshipped and

\AL

preached in them, showing
how Palmerston North ‘stands
out in New Zealand as fertile
ground'’for a variety of new
religious movements.

Finally, to underline the
diversity of the journal’s
content, which has recently
acknowledged the 150%"
anniversary of Feilding and
the Manchester Block, Dorothy
Pilkington wrote in 2023
on Feilding's newspapers
from 1879 until the present
- all very relevant as NZME
moves to axe 14 community
newspapers, including the
Feilding Herald.

Publications such as the
Manawata Journal of History
contest the hegemony of
historical understandings
based upon the four main
centres. Generalisations
can be tested, challenged,
confirmed or complicated via
local studies. At the same time,
they help local communities
engage with their past, and
thereby contribute to the
valuing of built heritage and
other residues of that past.

The 2024 issue of the Manawatu
Journal of History and some back
issues can be purchased by emailing
manawatujournalsales@inspire.net.
nz with your name, address and the
number of copies required at $25 per
copy.

Issues 1-16 (2005-2020) of the
Journal are available on the Palmerston
North City Library’s digital repository
Manawat( Heritage, and can be
reached on the site via a search for the
journal title - as can a cumulative index
of article titles by date and by author.
Past issues can also be accessed via
Tamiro, Massey University’s digital site.

JOIN US TODAY
to advocate for our
heritage, we need
your strong voices

locally, regionally and

nationally
9
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Industrial heritage on scenic Walkato route

By Denis Pilkington

Diverting off State Highway 1 north
of Taupo and onto the Old Taupo Road
eventually takes you along the eastern
bank of the Waikato River to Horahora
Road and a landmark site in New
Zealand’s industrial history.

The first hydroelectric power station
on the Waikato River was built on
the Horahora rapids in 1913 for the
Waihi Gold Mining Company. By the
1900s electricity was the new energy
source everyone was wanting, but the
government's priority was still railway
development. Once the North Island
main trunk line was completed in 1908,
limits on overseas borrowing prevented
progress. With World War 1 halting
all projects, government building of
hydroelectric power stations only
began in the 1920s.

Before then, towns and industries
wanting electric power supply had
to provide their own. Development
of municipal electric power stations
started at Reefton in 1888 and
Wellington in 1889. Numerous local
power stations were built, utilising
hydro power, steam, diesel and coal
gas.

The Waihi Gold Mining Company
had been using electricity generated
by steam from boilers fired by wood
and coal since 1902. Although coal
fell in price slightly when the rail link
to Waihi opened in 1905, both wood
and coal were expensive. There was
some hydroelectric generation and
water turbines were also used to
directly drive stamper batteries in the
Karangahake Gorge.

The company began looking for a
more economical source of electricity

L o B e 2 o
The original six alternators in the power house at Horahora.

to process low grade ore, and in

1910 submitted a proposal to build

a hydroelectric power station at
Horahora. Under the Water Power Act
of 1903, the Government had sole right
to generate electricity by water power.
After prolonged negotiations, the
Government eventually agreed to the
proposal on the condition it retained
the right to purchase the power station
at any time.

When the Horahora station opened
in 1913, it was the first hydroelectric
development on the Waikato River and
one of the two largest hydroelectric
stations in the country, joining the first
stage of development of the Waipori
power scheme in Dunedin. The 80km
transmission line to Waihi was the
longest electric power line in the
country at that time.

The power station used part of the
river flow from a weir at the head of the
rapids diverting water through a race
to the power house below the rapids.
Total head was 9m. Initially there

=y o Y e =5
Horahora power station being flooded by the rising water of Lake Karapiro in April 1947.
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were six Swedish Boving, Francis style,
turbines driving six Siemens alternators
producing a total of 6.3 megawatts at
5,000 volts alternating current which
was stepped up to 50 kilovolts for
transmission to Waihi.

The New Zealand Government
purchased the plant in 1919, with the
Waihi Gold Mining Company retaining
the right of supply from the station.

By 1921, capacity was sufficient to
supply Cambridge and Hamilton, the
wider Waikato region, Rotorua and

Bay of Plenty. In 1926, when two extra
English Electric alternators increased
the capacity to 10.3MW, the station also
supplied Auckland.

Arapuni was the first hydroelectric
power station built for government
on the Waikato, opening in 1929
(capacity 158MW), and is still one
of the larger power stations on the
Waikato River. By then plants were
operating at Mangahao, near Shannon
(1924) and at Tuai (the first stage of

To page 11:
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From page 10:
the Waikaremoana scheme, opened in
1929, a few months before Arapuni).

For the Horahora station, the
construction of Arapuni created a
major nuisance, as large quantities of
pumice were dislodged and floated
down river, fouling the turbines at
Horahora.

The third hydroelectric power station
on the Waikato River was planned
at Karapiro 16km downstream
from Horahora. The government
power supply from the 1920s had
facilitated the development of local
power boards, set up with the aim
of supplying electric power beyond
the urban areas. Over time the power
boards took over urban supply as
hydroelectric power was generally
significantly cheaper than thermal
power generated by local power
stations. However, demand had
continued to outstrip supply, and
government was forced to pay local
bodies to continue to operate their
mothballed power stations, especially
in dry years when river flows were low.

As with the projects in the first years
of the century, the Karapiro scheme
was significantly delayed during
World War 2, and the plant didn't
open until 1947. By then there were
critical power shortages and people
my age can remember regular power
cuts in the post-war period extending
into the 1950s. There were also major
restrictions on the use of electrical
appliances.

When Karapiro was developed,
Horahora was sacrificed because
it was designed to use only part of
the river flow. The reasoning was
that it was inefficient. As a result,
the Karapiro scheme plan included
submerging the Horahora station with

3 1) : Ve i
Denis Pilkington with remaining Siemens rotor and
(right) the village water tank, 2024.
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The concrete ramp and stairway are at the far end of the power house. The water tank supplying the power station

for Karapiro scheme
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village is in the background. In the foreground, water bypasses the power station via the rapids.

a lake behind the 30m high
dam extending upstream to
Arapuni. Nevertheless, in the
environment of a national
critical shortage of power, the
Horahora station was operated
until the last possible moment
before being submerged. This
process was made even more
dramatic by the fact that sluice
gates jammed preventing two
alternators from being shut down, and
there are photographs of two of the
alternators at Horahora continuing to
rotate while being submerged in the
rising water.

Lake Karapiro started filling around
4 April 1947. The diversion flow was
reduced to half resulting in a drop in
river level of about 3m in Hamilton. At
one stage, the lake was rising at about
300mm an hour and reached Horahora
after 39 hours. During the filling period,
a frantic effort was made to remove all
possible equipment from the Horahora
plant, but the turbines and alternators
were left in place. Karapiro started
generating electricity on 10 April.

The alternators and turbines were
removed from the submerged

Top of ramp and stairway to powerhouse,southern end of island.
(https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC4THRT)

Horahora plant in 1971. Two alternator
rotors were left in a paddock near the
plant. A neighbour subsequently halted
a move to cut these up for scrap and
one almost complete rotor now stands
on the site as a monument to the plant.
The only other visible remnants are the
top of a concrete ramp and stairway
from the power house sited at the
southern end of the island in the river.
There is also a concrete tank, which
once supplied water to the power
station village.
The Horahora story is a reminder
that the threat of power cuts during
the winter of 2024 could easily recur
if today'’s very slow rate of developing
electricity generation in New Zealand
cannot keep up with another surge in
demand for electricity.
: The Horahora site is
¥ accessed from a side
. road off Horahora
Road just north of
the one-way bridge
over the Pokaiwhenua
. Stream, about 4.8 km
south of the junction
of Horahora Road and
State Highway 1 (near
the intersection with
State Highway 29).
| The rotor can be
seen from a gate at an
elevated site near the
end of the side road.
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Nivens the go-to firm for refrlgeratlon

By Dorothy Pilkington

For most of the 20t century, Jas J
Niven & Co was well-known throughout
New Zealand to those working in the
fields of refrigeration, engineering, and
electricals.

How this major business began and
grew, and why it no longer exists is the
subject of a small exhibition recently
launched at the Old Customhouse
Museum in
Ahuriri, Napier.

James Just
Niven was born
in Dundee in
1856. He arrived
in New Zealand
in 1883 to work
as engineers’

4 foreman at
-Vt "‘? the foundry of
— William Cable in
Wellington. He evidently already had
some expertise in the installation and
operation of refrigeration machinery as,
in March 1885, he moved to Auckland
to take charge of the installation of
refrigeration plant for the new meat
works being built there for the New
Zealand Frozen Meat Company. In May
1885, the New Zealand Herald reported
that“the engineer in charge of the
freezing works is Mr Niven, who has had
considerable experience in this special
line of business, having started the
various works in the colony”.

Just 12 months later, Charles Scott
Galloway and James Niven bought
the business of Hodgson, Bowler, and
Co iron founders, boilermakers, and
engineers. The two young Scots paid
£120 for the small shed, and machinery
within, in Waghorne Street, Ahuriri.

Reflecting the land use in Hawke's
Bay in the 1880s, the products they
advertised in the first years of operation
include sheep shearing machinery,
along with flax strippers, sawmilling
machinery, and portable and stationary
steam engines. Advertising, however,
assures customers of their versatility
as“makers of every description of
machinery”. And those requiring
foundry work would not have a long
wait, with “iron cast twice per week,
brass every day"

In February 1890, Niven left the
partnership to work for William Nelson
installing refrigeration plant at what
had originally been Nelson’s boiling
down works at Tomoana near Hastings.
As part of this job James Niven worked
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Hawke's Bay Foundry staff 1889-90
with and trained William
Nelson'’s 18-year-old son,
George Nelson.

When Charles Galloway left
New Zealand in 1893 Niven
and George Nelson took over
the Hawkes’ Bay Foundry in
partnership operating the George Nelson
business as Jas J Niven & Co. Niven
and Nelson then operated the business
together until 1903, when George
Nelson and his father William bought
out Niven’s share. George Nelson, who
was now a Member of the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers, took on the day-
to-day management.

In their years together, Niven
and Nelson built on their previous
experience at Auckland and Tomoana,
becoming the go-to firm for installing
refrigeration plant in many of the meat
preserving works being built round the
country. Newspaper reports tell of their
installations in Wanganui in 1896, and
at what had been a meat canning plant
in Patea in 1899.

From 1903, under George Nelson’s
leadership, this work escalated. By 1915
Jas J Niven & Co had completed the fit-
out of works at Mataura, 1909; Nelson,
1909; Waingawa near Masterton,

1910; Gisborne, 1909

& 15; Longburn, near
Palmerston North,
extension, 1914; Taihape,
1915; Feilding, 1915; and
Kaiapoi, 1915.

Jas J Niven & Co. were
sole New Zealand agents
for Linde British refrigeration machinery
and National gas suction engines. The
photograph of Nivens'display is one in
a series of photographs of the stands at
the Winter Show in Palmerston North
in 1903, the Manawatu Standard noting
“the firms of Niven and McEwan will
each show refrigerators in full working
order...”

Early in 1916, the government
commandeered part of the Napier
works for wartime work overhauling
freezing machinery and making
ammonia coils.

Nivens were also leaders in the field
of electrical installations for powering
machinery, for tramways, and for street
and domestic lighting.

In 1908, a limited liability company
was incorporated with George Nelson
becoming chairman and managing
director. Many employees became
shareholders. In 1912, Jas J Niven

NIVEMS CO

Jas) vaen s Hawke s Bay Foundry bmldlng in 1899
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<= Company's mterests spread across country

From page 12:

& Co was registered as a public
company with 300,000 £1 shares
issued. Directors were George Nelson,
©0 Napier; William Nelson, Tomoana; John

a Tuku |

c Chambers, Mokopeka; William Henry
o Nelson, WoodVville; Lionel Nelson,
F— Napier.

(O The company was now operating

QL engineering works at Napier, Gisborne,
Hamilton, and Palmerston North, had

a small office in Auckland, and was
renting premises in London, as a British
business base.

In 1913, Jas J Niven & Co. bought
the major Wellington iron and brass
foundry, engineering, and boilermaking
business of Samuel Luke and Sons in
Manners and Wakefield Street, and the
head office of Jas J Niven & Co moved
from Napier to Wellington. George
Nelson retired as manager director and
moved to London to take charge of
Niven’s office there until 1921 when he
retired from the directorate. Younger
brother Lionel Nelson replaced him
as managing director, a position he
held until his death in 1937. The
management then passed to another
member of the Nelson extended
family - Eric Wanklyn Maclean. When
he died in 1940, his successor was Guy
Hansard, a qualified engineer, who
had started his working life at Niven's
Napier branch, and then managed the
Auckland area.

In its heyday, Jas J Niven & Co.
had branches at Napier, Gisborne,
Palmerston North, Hamilton,
Christchurch, Dunedin, Wellington,
Auckland, Timaru, Nelson and
Invercargill. It always maintained a
London office.

This nationwide enterprise fell victim
to the “corporate raiding” of the 1970s,
and was taken over by Ron Brierley
Investments in 1973.

He Reo Mo N

Wellington head office building,1950s.

Although most businesses and assets
were sold off, some connections remain
to this major player in the New Zealand
engineering and refrigeration sector.

J J Niven Engineering still operates in
Palmerston North and in Hawke’s Bay,
Napier Engineering and Contracting Ltd
proudly traces its beginnings back to
the Hawke’s Bay Foundry at Port Ahuriri.

James Niven died in Napier on 13
August 1913, aged just 57. After selling
his interest in Jas J Niven & Co, he
established the New Zealand Trawling
and Fish Supply Company, which
operated from a cold store area next to
Nivens' premises in Waghorne Street.

JAS. J. WIVEN 0O 1T

Can you name the location of this Nivens building?
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Building on his previous experience,
in 1906 he travelled to England to
oversee the building of a state-of- the-
art refrigerated trawler for his company,
which he called the Nora Niven after
his youngest daughter. The icemaking
machine installed on board could
produce 3 tons of ice in 24 hours and
cool storage compartments held 80 tons
of fish.

As well as his business interests in
the town, Niven served on the Napier
Harbour Board, the local licensing
committee, and the Napier Borough
Council. He was still a borough
councillor at the time of his death.

MERLHENTS  Egmiing



Telling honest, balanced histories 'vital'

From page 3:
understanding of the societies they
came from, or the lives they lived before
they got here.

It's been a revelation to learn about
my ancestors in Scotland, largely
through the work of our daughter
Amiria, also an anthropologist. She’s
helping to run a major research
programme on the island of Ulva, off
west Scotland, to understand Ulva’s
history from neolithic times to the
present. She’s learned that
since the 12th century, our
ancestors, the MacMhuirich
lineage of seanchaidh, were
the keepers of genealogies,
chants and ancestral stories
for Lords of the Isles, and

People who
can’'t even read Te ©n my own. | reached out

In addition to understanding the lives
of forebears in places like the UK, our
histories must also explore the lives of
ancestors in the Pacific, and the lives
of tangata whenua before European
arrival. For successful adaptation as a
society, our memories cannot be one-
eyed.

In 1992, | was asked by the
Muriwhenua Land Claim Tribunal to
give evidence on what the rangatira
thought they were agreeing to when
they signed Te Tiriti o Waitangi.
I knew | couldn’t tackle that

to Merimeri Penfold, native

Tiriti are trying to speaker of te reo and a brilliant
instruct their fellow translator from Te Hapua, and

Cleve Barlow from Hokianga,

Kings of Scotland. men and Wome.n who like me had trained as an
She’s traced their battles about what this nistorical linguist, my close
with the English, including  document means. colleagues in Maori Studies.

Culloden, and the aftermath
of defeat, when their chieftains were
hung, drawn and quartered and their
ancestral lands confiscated. This was
followed by attempts to abolish Gaelic
and clan histories and traditions, and
the Highland Clearances, which were
particularly brutal on Ulva and sent our
ancestors into exile.

These memories have given me
new insights into the Land Wars in
New Zealand and their aftermath, for
instance, many techniques of colonial
control trialled on my ancestors in
Scotland were faithfully imitated in
dealing with hapd and iwi.

It's vital our histories are honest and
balanced, recalling failures as well
as successes. That's the lesson of the
evolutionary function of memory in
the story of life on the planet, with
traces of the past allowing organisms
- including human societies - to learn
from experience and adapt to changing
conditions.

Deliberate efforts to distort the
past are fundamentally disruptive.
Ideological approaches to heritage and
history are dangerous, manipulating
versions of past experience to serve
particular interest groups in the
present. This is especially the case
when divergent accounts become
polarised, setting groups against each
other. Sadly, | think this is happening
in debates over Te Tiriti o Waitangi at
present; and this kind of ‘pernicious
polarisation”has the power to split
societies, as we have seen in many
other nations, past and present.
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We went through Te Tiriti
word by word, testing how
particular words were used in other
contexts at that time. That was vital,
because te reo in 1840 isn't the same as
te reo today.

..That’s what | find so shocking
about the Treaty Principles Bill. We're
not talking here about conflicting
narratives, but narratives about Te Tiriti
based on rigorous inquiry, compared
with those that don’t meet even the
most basic of standards. Here, people
who can't even read Te Tiriti are trying
to instruct their fellow men and women
about what this document means.

ACT'’s attempt to rewrite
Te Tiriti as a statement
about individual liberty
and property rights is
presumptuous, since they
clearly don’t understand
the original. Through
partial, misleading
translations, they seek to
erase the tino rangatiratanga (the term
Henry Williams used as a translation
equivalent for‘independence’in
He Whakapatanga, Declaration of
Independence in 1835) of hapd,
although this is unequivocally
acknowledged by Queen Victoria in Te
Tiriti.

Here you can see the disruptive
power of distorted readings of the past,
which try to erase not only ancestral
understandings from te ao Maori, but
many of those from Europe as well.

Like tikanga maori, Western political
philosophy is not purely about

individual rights. It also includes many
strands of relational thinking — about
collective rights and responsibilities,
and democracy ‘of the people, by the
people, for the people, for example. The
same is true of the law, which is based
on precedent (ie, memory) and deals
with relationships and conduct among
groups and individuals.

As first Attorney-General Sir William
Martin wrote at the outbreak of the
Land Wars, railing against the colonial
government for its breaches of faith
against hapu in Taranaki:

We have covenanted with these people,
and assured to them the full privileges of
subjects of the Crown. To this undertaking
the faith of the nation is pledged. By these
means we secured a peaceful entrance
for the Queen’s authority into the country.
The compact is binding irrevocably. We
cannot repudiate it so long as we retain
the benefit which we obtained by it.

European values including honour,
truth and justice resonate closely with
ideas such as mana, pono and tika.
The‘scales of justice’ remind one of
the balanced, reciprocal exchanges
in debates on the marae. This is the
way discussions of the contemporary
significance of Te Tiriti, and our histories,
ought to be conducted.

What does all this have to do with
heritage, and the preservation and
interpretation of historic buildings, sites
and landscapes? Everything, | think.

On the one hand, buildings, sites and
landscapes embed memories of past

buildings, sites livesin the land, and speak
and landscapes
embed memories
of past lives in the
land...stories bring
them to life.

for themselves. On the other,
it's stories that bring them to
life. They are emmeshed in
deep histories that must be
explored honestly, and with
insight and respect. In these
ways, the past is never past.
Ancestry is fundamental to
life itself, and an ability to learn from
experience and work together a key to

thriving in the future.
As Eruera Stirling used to chant:

Whakarongo! Whakarongo! Whakarongo ki te
tangi a te manu e karanga nei,

Listen, listen, listen, to the cry of the bird calling
Bind, join, be one!

Bind above, bind below, bind within, bind without
Tie the knot of humankind!

Bind the lines of people coming down

From great Hawaiki, long Hawaiki, Hawaiki far
away. Bind to the spirit, to the daylight,

To the world of light!



“New Okarito Tohu Whenua a must do

o Over 150 people gathered to celebrate

mmm Ok3rito (population=30) when it was
launched as a Tohu Whenua site on 31
October, acknowledging it as one of
Aotearoa New Zealand'’s must-dos.

Lying in a narrow slice of land between

(5 Ka Tiritiri o te Moana/the Southern Alps
and the surging Te Tai Poutini, Okarito
was once the third largest West Coast

=== port and has a history of human activity
that dates back to the earliest arrivals of

LLJ Polynesian peoples.

I Surrounded by ocean, estuary, coastal
cliffs and lush rainforest, Okarito is
steeped in legends woven by those who
have long been lured to its wild, natural
riches and resources - including over
1500 gold miners in the 1860s.

The launch event was the biggest
Tohu Whenua has seen with a record
attendance including special guest
Hon Paul Goldsmith, Minister for Arts,
Culture and Heritage. Ngati Mahaki
welcomed the minister and Tohu
Whenua and Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga staff to Okarito with
a powhiri which was followed by
speeches and the unveiling of the Tohu
Whenua post.

Three local schools (Franz Josef,
Whataroa and Hokitika) sang waiata
and joined other guests who included
local residents, tourism operators,
Westland District's mayor and
councillors, visitor centre staff, DOC,
MCH and TPK.

After the unveiling of the post, guests
took a guided walking tour of Okarito
with one of four local experts sharing
their knowledge about the Okarito pa,
the kotuku, built heritage and living in
the Okarito community, then gathered
for afternoon tea at Donovan’s Store,
the oldest known building on the West

Paul Madgwick, Chair Ngati Mahaki and
Te Riinanga o Makaawhio.

From left: Westland Dlstnct Mayor Helen Lash MCH Deputy Secretary Policy, Performance and In5|ghts Emily Fabling,
HNZPT CE Andrew Coleman, Hon Paul Goldsmith and Okarito resident Debbie James with the freshly unveiled Tohu

Whenua post.

Toﬁu Whenua and DOC staff

Coast, now a community hub.

Okarito is the seventh Tohu Whenua
site in Te Tai Poutini West Coast, joining
Denniston Mine, Historic Reefton
Waiuta, Brunner Mine, Hokitika Port
Commercial and Government Centre
and Te Kopikopiko o te Waka.

Andrew Coleman, Manahautt/Chief
Executive of Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga and chair of the Tohu
Whenua Governance Group said

Students from Franz Josefand Whataroa anary Schools sing waiata.

Okarito had layers of fascinating history.

"We are thrilled to welcome it into our
growing network”.

Okarito can be experienced in
numerous ways including staying
overnight in the schoolhouse (built
1901), popping into Donovan’s Store,
checking out the information panels at

the wharf shed, or exploring the lagoon
via walking, boating or kayaking. Learn

more here.

Tohu Whenua is your free
itinerary to places to visit
and explore history where it
happened.

Follow in the footsteps of
extraordinary and ordinary
New Zealanders and discover
the traditions, triumphs,
challenges and innovations
that have shaped our country
and culture. Whether on foor or
on wheels, Tohu Whenua has
something for every explorer.

Visit our website, follow us on
social media and let us guide
¥ you to Aotearoa New Zealand’s

must-dos.
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https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/denniston-mine/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/historic-reefton/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/waiuta/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/brunner-mine/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/hokitika-port-commercial-and-government-centre/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/hokitika-port-commercial-and-government-centre/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/te-kopikopiko-o-te-waka/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/regions/te-tai-poutini-west-coast/okarito/
https://tohuwhenua.nz/

Palmerston North actively supporting heritage

By Palmerston North City Libraries
manager Linda Moore

Palmerston North City Council is
committed to developing a full Heritage
Plan for the city over the next few years.
The Heritage Plan states:

“Our city’s heritage contributes to
our identity and sense of belonging.
The values of Rangitane o Manawatu
and the strength of the partnership
are evident in parts of our cityscape,
such as Te Marae o Hine The Square.
Retention and celebration of the city’s
built heritage “—
is crucial in A
shaping the
character of the
city. The District
Plan contains
scheduled heritage
features including
sites of significance _
to Rangitane :
o Manawatu,
heritage buildings
and objects,
notable trees, and

identified at a recent heritage hui:

¢ Challenges in prioritising which
stories to tell from a variety of themes.

* Some heritage themes already have
landmarks to assist storytelling,
whereas others require greater
support to make them visible.

* The appetite for heritage storytelling
is changing due to the increased
acknowledgement of local history in
the education sector. The city needs
to keep pace with this changing

demand and broader

audience.

. Thereis a

need for a mana-

| enhancing approach

to support built

i heritage, recognising

§ the importance of

ietsmme cultural perspectives

m and the broader

. herltage sector

- beyond knowledge
4 holders.

The Heritage

some heritage
areas.

"We want to
collaborate with our community to
showcase and make heritage more
visible, resilient, and accessible. This
will include partnering with heritage
experts and interest groups to share
our stories and to deliver heritage-
themed experiences. We want to
see our heritage become part of our
city planning, infrastructure, and the
cityscape. We will establish a heritage
advisory or reference group to support
this aspiration. Our partnership with
Rangitane o Manawatt will guide our
efforts to actively protect, expand,
enhance and co-design sites of
cultural and natural significance. We
want decisions about retaining and
developing our built heritage to be
informed by community values.”

Te Marae o Hine The Square

Heritage Reference Group

A volunteer, community-based
Heritage Reference Group is being set
up to help Council scope the research
of heritage themes as part of delivering
Council activities. The membership
and terms of reference of the group are
being prepared in consultation with
Rangitane o Manawatu, the Palmerston
North Heritage Trust, and a wide range
of other heritage stakeholders.

Several challenges in the current
approach to heritage preservation
and promotion across the city were
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Reference
Group

will harness the wealth of

expertise held by traditional
knowledge holders and the
heritage sector/community
to add value to existing and
future Council activities. This §
will be achieved through:

e Research: Supporting
advancement of heritage £
themes using similar
models that have progressed the
recognition of bicultural and military
heritage.

o Story-telling: Advising on the
prioritisation and information
base for heritage promotion. This
could include endorsing a thematic
framework similar to other cities

e Input into existing programmes:
Consolidating and enhancing
engagement between council officers
and knowledge holders, the heritage
sector and community

o Strategy: Input into developing
the 2027-37 Heritage Plan and
providing advice on new programme
development

e Advocacy: Identifying gaps or barriers
to advancing heritage outcomes,
preparing submissions to upcoming
government reform, and preparing
submissions to both the Annual and
Long-Term Plans

Te Peeti Te Awe Awe.

e Connection: Enhancing Council
engagement with the heritage
sector through providing clear and
consistent avenues for the Council to
seek advice from key stakeholders and
knowledge holders

Once formed, the group's first
contribution will be to 'round out' the
current Heritage Plan for the city and
support strategy and advocacy for all
things heritage heading into the next
10 Year Plan.

Local History Week & Heritage Month

Next year's Local History Week,
inspired by changemakers, will run
from 1-10 March. The whakatauki
(proverb) Hapaitia te ara tika pumau ai
te rangatiratanga mo nga uri whakatipu
speaks to those who foster pathways of
knowledge to strength, independence
and growth for future generations.

The themed week flows into Heritage
Month for the rest of March. The full
programme will be available in early
February.

= The opening powhiri will be

at the oldest Rangitane marae
~  inthe rohe, Te Rangimarie,

. followed by a talk on He Aho
i~ Tangata - the human threads
that bind us - and how
that underpins a number of
infrastructure and building
projects across the city.

The Mina McKenzie Memorial
l Lecture will be presented by
women's history specialist Dr
Barbara Brookes, speaking on
working motherhood alongside Louisa
McKenzie talking about her mother’s
life.

Many iconic heritage locations
will open their doors to the public
including Hoffman Kiln and Caccia Birch
House.

The month will provide something for
everyone We hope to see you there!

Feathers of the Chief, Te Marae o Hine.



